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Happy Monday, all! I hope your week is off to a great start and that you all had a
restful and happy Family and Friends Weekend here in Orono or wherever you're
reading this from! Hispanic/Latinx Heritage Month continues with Thursday's Lunch
and Learn, our first since before COVID-19 first arose so many months ago. I hope
you can join us to listen and learn from some truly inspiring Hispanic leaders right
here on our campus.
This Friday also kicks off LGBTQ+ History Month, and we will honor the occasion by
once again hoisting the Philly Pride and Transgender Pride flags on the campus mall
at noon. We will also stream the flag raising to our Facebook page for those who
cannot be present in person.
We were excited to welcome our team of work-study students to staff training Friday
evening and you can expect to start seeing them in our centers beginning this week
as we confirm their schedules with them. Please join us in welcoming Xander, Auri,
Tessa, Mina, Abriah, Alyssa, Maggie, Kalina, and Shreyash to the ODI team! We're
happy you're here and can't wait to see what you create with us this year!
Lastly, a reminder that we have implemented a new form on our website for folks who
would like to submit their events, programs, job postings, or other information to be
included in this newsletter. We are fortunate to reach over 400 inboxes every week
and we're happy to help promote your work as it pertains to our mission of furthering
equity, diversity, and inclusion on campus and in our broader community. Please
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don't hesitate to reach out if I can be helpful.
Wishing you all a happy and healthy week to come!
All the best,
Rob Jackson
Staff Associate for Diversity and Inclusion
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Florida's Board of Education has banned Critical Race Theory. But it's not all that
clear if officials know what they voted for...or if activists understand what it is. Michael
Moynihan is in Florida, asking the tough questions...like, what part of a fifth grader's
textbook is teaching grad-school-level theory?
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Jose Antonio Vargas, an award-winning multimedia storyteller, is the founder of
Define American, a campaign that seeks to elevate the conversation around
immigration. Born in the Philippines, Vargas immigrated to the United States at age
12. Stunning the media and political circles and attracting world-wide coverage,
Vargas wrote the groundbreaking essay, "My Life as an Undocumented Immigrant,"
for the New York Times Magazine in the summer of 2011. A year later, he was the
author (and subject) of a cover story for TIME magazine headlined "We are
Americans — just not legally."
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